
Sample Structure for an Analytical Essay

1. Introduction
○ Hook: Start with an engaging opening sentence or question related to your topic.
○ Background Information: Provide brief context or background information on the 

topic.
○ Thesis Statement: State the main argument or central claim of your essay. This 

should outline what you will analyze and why it is significant.
2. Body Paragraphs

○ Paragraph 1: Analysis of Theme/Aspect
■ Topic Sentence: Introduce the specific theme or aspect of the topic you 

will analyze.
■ Explanation: Provide an overview or summary of this theme/aspect.
■ Analysis: Analyze how this theme/aspect contributes to the overall 

meaning or message of the topic.
■ Evidence: Provide evidence (quotes, examples, data) to support your 

analysis.
■ Interpretation: Explain the significance of your analysis in relation to your 

thesis.
○ Paragraph 2: Analysis of Another Theme/Aspect

■ Follow a similar structure as Paragraph 1 but focus on a different 
theme/aspect.

○ Paragraph 3: Analysis of Counterargument (if applicable)
■ Topic Sentence: Introduce a potential counterargument or alternative 

perspective.
■ Counterargument: Present the opposing viewpoint or interpretation.
■ Rebuttal: Analyze why this counterargument may not be as strong as your 

thesis.
■ Evidence: Provide evidence or examples to support your rebuttal.

3. Conclusion
○ Recapitulation of Thesis: Restate your thesis statement.
○ Summary of Main Points: Summarize the key points discussed in your body 

paragraphs.
○ Final Insight: Provide a final thought, insight, or implication of your analysis.
○ Call to Action or Thought (optional): Prompt the reader to consider further 

implications or actions related to your analysis.
4. References (if required)

○ List any sources cited in your essay according to the required citation style (e.g., 
APA, MLA).



● Ensure each body paragraph focuses on a distinct theme or aspect related to your 
thesis.

● Use transitions between paragraphs to maintain a smooth flow of ideas.
● Back up your analysis with specific examples, evidence, or quotations from the text or 

relevant sources.
● Revise and edit your essay to ensure clarity, coherence, and adherence to the analytical 

approach.

Notes:


