
How to start an Argumentative Essay  
 

Understand the structure of an Argumentative Essay: An argumentative essay is composed of five 

parts: an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. It should include evidence to support 

claims made in the essay. The introduction should introduce the topic and provide a thesis statement that 

states your position on the issue being discussed.  

 

Choose a Topic: Select a topic that interests you and provides two or more sides of an argument. For 

example, “Should the death penalty be abolished?” 

 

Research both Sides of the Argument: Gather evidence from credible sources that represent both 

sides of the issue. This will help you formulate your arguments and provide support for your claims. 

 

Outline Your Argumentative Essay: An outline will help you organize your thoughts and determine the 

order in which you want to present your evidence. Start by writing a thesis statement that states your 

position on the issue then list two or three reasons why you believe this is true. 

 

Write the Introduction: Introduce the topic and provide a thesis statement that states your position on 

the issue being discussed. 


