Creating a research proposal for a PhD involves several key sections that outline your proposed
research project in detail. Here’s a structured outline to guide you:

Title Page

Title of the research proposal
Your name

Department or school
University

Date of submission

Abstract

e Brief summary of your research project (200-300 words)
e Include the research objectives, methodology, expected outcomes, and significance of the study

Introduction

Background and context of the research problem
Research questions or hypotheses

Importance and relevance of the research

Brief overview of the structure of the proposal

Literature Review

e Review of relevant literature and theoretical frameworks
e |dentify gaps in the existing research that your study aims to address
e Justify the significance of your research in relation to existing knowledge

Research Methodology

Research design (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, etc.)
Data collection methods (surveys, interviews, experiments, etc.)
Data analysis techniques (statistical analysis, thematic analysis, etc.)
Ethical considerations and how they will be addressed

Proposed Research Plan/Timeline
e Outline the stages of your research project (e.g., literature review, data collection, analysis,

writing up)
e Provide a timeline for each stage, including milestones and deadlines

Expected Outcomes

e Anticipated contributions to knowledge or practical applications
e Potential implications of your research findings

Conclusion

e Summarize the main points of your research proposal
e Reiterate the significance of your research and its potential impact



References

e List of all sources cited in the proposal following a consistent citation style (APA, MLA, etc.)

Appendices (if needed)
e Any additional information such as research instruments, consent forms, detailed budget, etc.

This structure should help you organize your thoughts and present a comprehensive research proposal
for your PhD. Each section should be clear, concise, and aligned with the requirements of your
academic institution.



